Welcome Back to School

03 August 2022
Dear WHS Students, Parents and Guardians,

I hope you all had a relaxing and enjoyable summer.
The start of a new school year brings excitement and
anticipation to all. The Winnacunnet staff and I wish
to welcome our returning sophomores, juniors, and

seniors, and we look forward to meeting our T g b
incoming freshmen and new students who have
moved into our district from other communities.

Enclosed in this envelope you will find:
e WHS Health Form that must be returned to school by September 16.
e Handbook Parent/Guardian Verification Page that must be returned to school by September 16.

Important Dates

e Armed Forces Recruiter Access letter (optional for juniors and seniors only), due by September 16.
e WHS Yearbook Order Form (Seniors)

e Winnachronicle Publication Schedule

e 2022-2023Household Application for Free and Reduced-Price School Meals

e Winnacunnet School District Policy JRA-E

Tuesday

Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Monday
Tues-Fri

Aug. 30

Aug. 31
Sep. 1
Sep. 2
Sep. 5
Sep6-9

Freshmen Only Orientation (First Year Students) 7:45 am — 2:30 pm
Transfer Student Orientation (Lecture Hall) 9:30 am — 11:00 am
First day for SST students

Regular day schedule for all students, all classes held

School Picture Day, Class Assemblies, Warrior Block Activities
No School

No School, Labor Day

Regular Day, all classes held

Freshman Orientation Schedule, August 30" (Freshman Students Only)
7:45 — 8:25 Gathering & Greeting - Auditorium

8:25 — 9:00 Freshman Seminar

Students Attend Modified Daily Schedule

9:05 — 2:30



Daily Schedule

The daily schedule includes 6 blocks per day, a break
after block 2, three lunches (block 5), and Warrior
Block.

Please note that Warrior Block has been moved from
the end of the day to between block 5 and block 6.

Block Start Time End Time
Warning 7:40 AM
1 7:45 AM 8:40 AM
2 8:44 AM 9:39 AM
Break 9:39 AM 9:47 AM
3 9:47 AM 10:42 AM
4 10:46 AM 11:41 AM
5A 11:44 AM 12:12 PM
5B 12:12 PM 12:40 PM
5C 12:40 PM 1:07 PM
Warrior
Block 1:11 PM 1:31 PM
6 1:35 PM 2:30 PM
New Staff

Several staff members are returning in new positions
this year and several new staff members have joined us
this year:

Amy Therien — Director of Special Services
Donna Myers - Admin Assistant (Front Office)
John Reilly — Social Studies

Bus Schedules
Bus schedules will be posted in local newspapers later
this month and will be posted on our website. Buses

will begin running their routes on Tuesday, August
30

Seacoast School of Technology (S5T)

The first day for SST students is Tuesday, August 30"
Since this day has been set aside for freshman activities,
SST students need only to be here in time to catch the
bus for their session. Buses will leave at 9:00 am (mid-
session) and 12:00 pm (pm session).

Comcast Internet Essentials

The Comcast Internet Essentials Program provides
reduced cost home internet. Internet Essentials costs
$9.95 per month. There are no price increases, no
activation fees or equipment rental fees. In addition,
families can buy a low-cost computer through the plan
for $149.99. For eligibility and information about this
program, students/ families can visit

https://www.internetessentials.com/ or call 1-855-8-
INTERNET (1-855-846-83706).

Technology Resources

Every member of the Class of 2026 will be provided a
Dell 3110 Chromebook device. Like a textbook, these
computers will remain in the possession of students
during the school year. Once students are eligible for
graduation, they can assume ownership of the device.

With these devices, along with GSuite applications,
Winnacunnet students will have dependable and
convenient access to valuable online resources and
reliable computer access wherever the student has an
internet connection. GSuite is easy to use and is a very
efficient way to manage email, calendars, documents,
and store digital files. GSuite also includes programs
such as word processing, spreadsheets, and
presentations for student use. Google Classroom is
available for sharing of school assignments and
curricular resources.

In addition to PowerSchool, all students have a
Winnacunnet High School email account using
Google Workspace for Education services. The
student email format is:

firstname.lastname@wartiors.winnacunnet.org

For more information on the technology available to
students, see the I'T Services page at I'T Services.

Securely

Winnacunnet High School uses Securly’s cloud-based
web filter for schools.  Secutly provides school
administrators with visibility into the online activity of
students 24/7, both on and off campus. Browsing
history is archived and detailed reports are available
for download. The high school administration
will receive email notifications for flagged
content corresponding  to  potential cyberbullying,
suicide, and acts of violence based on Securely's
sophisticated Al engine. School-provided WHS Gmail
accounts, and Google Drive folders are also scanned in
real-time and trigger alerts based upon flagged content.

Traffic Plan

Parents who drop off students may enter the property
either by Park Avenue or Winnacunnet Road. Students
should not be dropped off prior to 7:15 a.m. Parents
should exit the property at the Park Avenue entrance.


https://www.internetessentials.com/
https://www.winnacunnet.org/services/it-services/

To ease congestion behind the Gym and to facilitate
departure of athletic busses, student pickup in the gym
lot is not permitted until after 2:45 p.m.

Locker Assignments

Any student may request a locker at any time in the
Facilities Office. Please remember that students are
responsible for securing their personal and school
property. Too often we find students leaving their
belongings out and unsecured. Students are issued
locks for physical education lockers.

Communication Plan

I will continue to provide a Principal’s Message that
will be posted on the website. An email notification
will be sent out when the message has been posted, as
well as links to various updates. We will be posting our
handbooks, bus routes, school calendars, calendar of
events, athletic schedules, code of conduct, directions
to athletic facilities, and our school delays and
cancellations on our website at www.winnacunnet.org.
Please bookmark this web address and take a look at
the information when you have questions.

In our continuing effort to increase communication
and to celebrate all the positive things that occur daily
at Winnacunnet, we have developed an official social
media presence for Winnacunnet High School on
Twitter and Facebook.  The Twitter handle is
@winnacunnet and the Facebook (business page) is
Winnacunnet High School. The community is also
invited to receive daily announcements via email. Go
to winnacunnet.org Quick Links to subscribe.
Announcements include up to date information on
subjects such as upcoming testing, clubs and activities,
sports schedules, class information, and the lunch
menu.

Staff can be contacted by calling 926-3395 or by
emailing us using our
firstinitiallastname(@winnacunnet.org.
For example, my email is
wmcgowan(@winnacunnet.org.
You will be able to find a complete staff roster in our
handbook and on our website.

Important Phone Numbers:

Front Office 926-3395
Guidance Office 926-8769
Athletics 926-9604
Special Services 926-3658
Student Activities 758-9250

Nurses’ Office 758-9244
Office of the Superintendent 926-8992
Bus Company 964-2322

Application for Free and Reduced Meals

Families requiring assistance with breakfast and lunch
costs can apply for free and reduced meals. An
application will be available on the school’s website at:
www.winnacunnet.org. Forms can be returned to
school with your student or mailed to the attention of
the School Nutrition Director, Ed Comeau. Please
note that only one application per family is necessary.
The information provided on the application is
confidential and will be used only for the purpose of
determining eligibility and verifying data.

Student Accident Insurance

An optional student accident insurance policy is
available to all enrolled students and can be purchased
through Insurance Specialists, Inc. Additional
information and enrollment forms can be accessed
from
https://www.isi1959.com/documents/Student-Acc-
Enrollment-NH 6.14.22.pdf

Directory Information

In compliance with the Family Educational Rights and
Privacy Act (FERPA), parents/guardians and adult
students need to be provided with an annual notice of
their rights to inspect and review education records, to
amend education records, to consent to disclose
personally identifiable information in education
records, and to file a complaint. Enclosed is the
Winnacunnet School District Policy JRA-E - Annual
Notice of Student Education Records and Information
Rights.

Student/Parent Handbook

A digital copy of the Student/Parent Handbook will be
posted on the school website (www.winnacunnet.org)
and automatically bookmarked for all students on their
computers. Hard copies will be distributed to all
freshman students in freshman seminar class and
available in the main office and assistant principal
offices.

Please review the handbook with your child as it
contains information covering faculty and staff
members, bell schedules, school calendar, guidance
and counseling services, academic policies, the code of
conduct and general policies.


http://www.winnacunnet.org/
http://winnacunnet.org/
mailto:wmcgowan@winnacunnet.org
http://www.winnacunnet.org/
https://www.isi1959.com/documents/Student-Acc-Enrollment-NH_6.14.22.pdf
https://www.isi1959.com/documents/Student-Acc-Enrollment-NH_6.14.22.pdf
http://www.winnacunnet.org/

Enclosed is the Handbook Parent/Guardian
Verification Page. Parents/Guardians and students
must sign the verification page indicating that they
have read and understand the rules and expectations at
Winnacunnet High School. If you have any questions
regarding information in this handbook, you may call
an assistant principal for explanation or assistance.

Sign-ups for Athletics and Clubs

Students interested in fall sports can sign-up by
stopping by the Athletic Director’s office in the
Physical Education facility before or after school.
Athletic schedules and updates will be posted on the
website at www.winnacunnet.org/athletics/ ot by
following us on Twitter (@winnawar.

Students interested in joining a club should stop by the
Activities Office before or after school. All freshmen
will participate in an activity fair scheduled in October,
and displays will be available for viewing the evening
of parent conferences.

Parking Privileges

Seniors, juniors, and students who receive school-day
internships will be allowed to park this year if they
maintain “good academic and behavioral standing.”
The handbook provides more information about what
constitutes “good standing.” The yeatly parking fee is
$50.00. Student motor vehicles without stickers or
vehicles parked in the staff spaces will be towed at their
owner’s expense.

Power School

The parent portal is a valuable tool that allows parents
to view their child’s grades and attendance. Previous
parent passwords are still active, and parents can log
into PowerSchool at winnacunnet.powerschool.com

Upperclassmen and/or transfer student parents who
did not receive passwords last year can obtain one by
contacting the Guidance Office. Parents of incoming
freshmen will be receiving the password within the first
two weeks of school upon completing the
Parent/Guardian Verification Form.

Student's schedules will be available on the
PowerSchool portal prior to the first day of school.
Please use the schedule on PowetrSchool as it is the
most up to date schedule.

School Calendar

There are two calendars available for viewing on the
website. One is the event calendar that lists the daily
activities and events: Events Calendar

The second calendar is an academic calendar that
provides a monthly view of the school year: Academic
Calendar

Friends of Winnacunnet Foundation

Parents looking for ways to get involved in your child's
education, can consider getting involved with the
Friends of Winnacunnet Foundation. This non-profit
organization was formed in 2005 and awards grants bi-
annually to enrich the educational experience of
Winnacunnet students. This dedicated group of
volunteers has dispersed over $50,000 in educational
grants and raised nearly $100,000 toward an
endowment. They meet regularly on the second
Monday of each month at 6:30 pm in the Principal's
Conference room, (B108) near the Front Office.
Winnacunnet 1is very fortunate to have this
organization and would welcome any new volunteers.

In closing, I want to say how excited we are to meet our new students and greet our upperclassmen returning from
summer break. If students or parents have any questions, please contact us at 926-3395 or one of the numbers listed

in this letter.
Sincerely,

(o=

William F. McGowan
Principal


http://www.winnacunnet.org/athletics/
http://winnacunnet.powerschool.com/
https://www.winnacunnet.org/student-life/events-calendar/action~agenda/page_offset~1/request_format~html/
https://www.winnacunnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Winnacunnet-2022-2023-Calendar.pdf
https://www.winnacunnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Winnacunnet-2022-2023-Calendar.pdf

